






the botron of lhe rcel io the su.Iace. My
IroDlie. log enl]y lor Chole Wall read;
'' 5"'t dirc NOTt crysldl cle Natzr, fuh
it ab unda nc e. Etlte b rown surse anfr sh,
lnrse anryor ansefah: saw ]fise shaal of
wtuom1is l t,.foir-s i z ad F oc@k groupe6 pla
atht dnsels, buttetl!frsh. wrusre and
pdrrotfish. Best djre sa Jat antl b! Jat." Ihe
site has a lot to live up to.

chole wall shows me what a layef of
proteclion on o ma cm do, Tbe reefis
stunninS, dil the ish life even mo.e

Daflmess fall$
Nisht dives $ere soMthing we did!'t
do on my previoLs visit, a reeffish de
hard io see in the ddk, so tbis evening is
my nst noctmal visit to Chole Bay.

we ch@se Milimdi R€el as it is in
the sale reaciEs ofthe bay. g@tly

slopine dd lacked with life.
Thc boat dcho6. d almys, over

sod and we drop 10 the bottom at
about 8m. The .€€I eilge h alive with
soldiernsh md a living soup ol
doplanllon attracted by our lighls.

In mdy delices I fnd sleeling
pdollsh jn their mucus cocooDs.
I shine ny lichi ov€r the rdi dd the
coral glitten wilh hddftds ollinpoints
ollight,

These de the eyes ofcoftl sbrimps
mall reil coloured cmsta*s with
what appeds to be Scotfth ac6ty,
their eys fomjng a tanm patterd miler

I also find cleder shnnps in seteral
places, plus nmerous soldiernsh,
rabbitfish dd several large puli?s.

I breal the surhce, the boat a iaa
disld@ away, llhe lanp on the masr

isaspdk,buiitslookitrgupthat makes

The Atican night sky ballooos above
the lack oflight pollurion purtng a spil

and lolish on cach sltu so lhal it shines
radimtly. Iew plac6 on tle planel cd
now provide such a celestial s!€ctacle.

A NGW dAWN
Daylight.reeps in at domd 6m this
clo* lo lhe Equator. I m siitjng in
a diow on Chole Bay undd a stuety
gey sky, wahhing the wodd transtorn
as the M billos's light Aom dound .
a.lood. Ibis dd egrets fly tom rockr
islek dd m osprey dines on a ash nsh
breakfast. Tbc sca lurns in ie$ert blue,
the clouds te.ome whitc mil lufly dd
the Ajlican moming begrns to heat up.

Soon .fteNdds, I m sitttig on the
edee oI the dtoD overljna WaU, .eady hr
NI in, I rNall the gist ofthe enhy from
my old losbook "Gflile dive n'itft
nu,rrf.rs soll ..fdls on sedrsd skw red,
blue and src(n nLdibrdnrhs plus ].Ls olrcel

'fhe vis isn t fmta8tic, but we hdvc
limed the ilive io miDcide with high tide,
so itk preity gooil lor inside the bay,

I swim ovd the healthy corals, picking

out the sdc nsh species I saw back
when, but am stmck by thc nmbm of

$ouler specis, froD mall .ock hinds

Group6, being large and extoemly
t?sty, de oft€n the llrs'. to be taryet€d by
nshemen, so on nany reels dound lhe
world they ee scdce. Not herc. The dive
is senue md we don t go much below
20m. so hav€ time to enjoy the scene.

Soon a{ter, I d back on the side oI the
dnow. ftgulator nr, fns crossd aDd

holding onto my mask dd gauges, I m
set to div€ on Kinasi Rcei:

The site is an ert€nsion otthe s'.11
that comes !! lrcm the Pass. a moud
ftef smouded by rouch coral nbble.

Again. grouper numbds de
impre$ive, OD one pinnacle sit the
roct hinds that make no atlempl io get

away tom us, as groupes sually do, -



The cnti.e .eel is l&e that. The nsh see
li diveB. ud den t bourereil by us.

fte dive linishes over the reel plateau
at 6-8n. The corals de as superb as

I @en tnd doth.r rcd, blue and
gl*n nudibrd.h. Nudibmnchs s'ere
not a ttuge1 specics Ior us Lo monitor
belore. b!1 I m soon to find out just how
wiilesprcad they are here.

Undel sail
As the ki1 is slowed. lhc boat crew
untrds the clolh sail and hauls it u! fte
dltow\ nderove mast. The wind snaps
it tull and we silenfly moye totrtuds lhe
shore. l his is somethiDg I have missed.
though I djdn t know it util I hca. the
boat crea! md the $ard lap the bow

llhe eDgine slD*cd, th€ captain
steers th€ woodcn .uddd with his foot,
chdsnrs lle balast position (a bas
otsdd) to €ven the ve$el\ tim.

It is E simple sensation. i come Lom
a world ol technological slrss and it s
all brushed away in d instant.

The jouncy back takes doud ar
hou. dil I si1 and reminisc€. fhis is
when my he.rt rcconnecls wiih Ai.ica.
It's like meeting dy ftst gjrllii€nd tom
school agajn, md fnding oul rhat she's
still hotl

hto mc bue
'I he Maiia chain is perched on the
edge oI the Iodid Oca. Beh{een the
island dd lhe nairnand, the sea is fairly
shallow dri dotld with reelb and
sardbaDls. on thc olhe. side, however.
the oced licks al Lhc shorcline and has

created a series ol coral walls thai tiJive
in stming visibility. The dives hc.e ,
to the north oto1ob BaJ, tue retcnsd
to as Outside". That's shde we

Dindini Walltols o{atabout 7m
lbdn lho seabed fslh shee. to I 9m betore
lcvclling ofi at abolt 22n.

As oceanic walls go, it is not s'hat
nany diven would expect. The seabed
doesn't drop hurdreds olmetres, but
that is what gftes it its chtm.

,{s I il€sdend, the sell push€s me
back away lrcm the d.op. I have to light
prctry ha.d to reach the li!, and then
nn had to get past it, Once below the
reefline, howeeer, the cment ceases
and t iLop to the bodder line at rhe
bottom olthe wall dil into a massivc

The lsh ci.cle as we nake ou. way
slowly along the wall. The lhst tlDnel
we comc to is obscu.ed by a plug ol
gla$y ss'eepere flhrg the oriice,

Peerjng jnside, I cd jNi male ou1
a tunne] tuelching back into the {,a11,
but it s 1oo mall lor a divd.

\4/c ca.ry on to the nert one, aDd
again il\ litll otsweepe.s. This one
is ldge enough tor a diler, but a sting
.ar is aheady at home md doesn't
Iook pleased at the iDlrusion, so again

The []ird lmel is asain ldse
enongh, dd we swim a sho way nr
10 inv€srisate. Anothcr ldgc sting ray
lies asleep in lhe chambd, and wc leavc

Oulside, thc group€r nunbcn arc
agah heallhy and w€ tnd a thomback
siing ray bcnealh a larye bouliler, and
then a smill lbmdle hawksbill tu.tle that

gives us a widc bcrth. A ldge stingray
mdcf anoth€r boulder hs o unlikeiy
t icnd in the fomolarcclihind the
hvo seem to be snuggled up litc
Morecmbe md wise, which mdkcs

\'Ve .he liod thc base ol the wal to
the top as timc starts to nn short, dd
spcnd the remainder ofthe dile thde.

The sell buflets this region pretf

badlr at times. so the coral is a bil likc
blshs on a $'indl hill - stDted. As wc
dnftalong, however, o'e cmseeloLsol
g.oup6 on the seabed below. I codl
20, but Moez is convinced thde m

We re both wong, The nerl day we
.etum to the spot md come a.ross mo.e
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Lhd 100 goupers, \focz d.esn L Lahe
ndry peopletothespot, as thc battc.in!
$vLlls have lalien rheir toll oD tlre
&n al, buLcldrhclLasftlefreD so

Thc brckcn{ubblc seabed bu1$ neatly
intotbe Lrare ro.li ('all. and thcliltle
coml that does gro$'isirrcll! palhcli.

cotrLptu-ed to elseNhere. Yer thc grouP.s

hs e eveLt cale dequite a Jer,largc
ish thal Lttreat wheneler ('e p.k€ .Ir

TIre glass! sNeepers don 
.t Looli

bolltred. bul lhe redjnouthed grouF.s

t|]nrg10lile nr rhe rea look as h.ssLed
as il a bild gdg has jLst Drord i'l

0nG sEaE!$ a@etr
Itulr lhc big 10 Lhe biggesl: {,lrale slidks
.onc lr) \'lalia nr Novcmbdandslal
untillebmarr'. Thq air Jbnnd olcf Llr
sball.N sandrbottom on thc.thc.sidc
olthe hland b.nrg I(iknrdo.i.

lishermen use then to lnd slrcah of
vnal nsh diey don r catcli die slidks.
but at lcasl onc ol LLem mtdles doneJ
oul olt:dlidg gueslsolllLe bland s1ltree

EistshinsboaL is mdeniabl! rusLic
Lir $fl olboal LlLe llcaltL& Salety
lxecurncwoal.l hale a lnssy iL oler ili1
nicd ti) orcfalc in L]1e I]I(. bulllhidiiL s
jl.cal Thc b.aLnar nanaBcs lo Lccp
brilinjl thc{.alcr out alnosl as lir( as iL
c.mcsin. q)thal sgoorl. La_
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Wc head lorldds a .ouple oJ fshing
boats, and alroslnlnanlltli.d a $nall
female $halc shark Jeeding at tlrd
surlace. -{s Nc d.a(' lelel, she sloNs and
stops. Tlt raprain kills the engnre rnd
$c sit silendr. $'atclilrg rLc shark.ome
dosd Thcn sb." laishes undcr the boar
tulddocar't conr oul dr oLhc.side.

I slil on Dry niash sli.L drr hcad in
a.dfirdher stddnrgalmostvc i.allr
underourhul] she loolG ba.k at nc.
s.IgrabmI cameralddirs and slip

Ih. poor Natcrdang a.d light,
sturdr .ol,)ufcd sabed m ake the tr'ater
gltue Nhich is a littleollputting.
I ftck)n dre slr a.li ibels the sane drl
is hingthe boat as a ru.Inenldy pan

I enter lhe narcr and shc ${ims rt.t
close lo looL mc oro.. r\s the other
flcdhununsente. the shad! sinp!'
.ir.les thcboat. che.kingus out lt does
Lhathr a.ound hall d hou bclor
moliDg o1Iulsltutins Ll) lccd again.

,\s the (id pi.ls up, {'c hoad Ii).
shore. r,Ialia has pn^rd to Lre eren ireder

Thcnexfm.rDing. Drt lliglt to Dd
!sSalaan t.n.hes do$rn oD tirre dd, as

rheoDlJlassenger jun rr.n Ilalia.
I ('allrouronro dr. annip and jump on
board the 12 seater an.ftt.

It imNdiate\' Lerns mund androds
olldoiln the sardrruniray-it s the
quickcsl and nosr hassle liee Iiighl

:t clinb olcr KiloDdoDi ud inalll
ovc.rhe stsa, headjng lor thedainland.
I lookback as theislandgro(s smalkr
bchild ns. and snile. I halc rclurned
to Malia, ud il has .ealfi.ined its placc
nimlletul I
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